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Future Great Observatories

ASTROPHYSICS

Large observatories are a critical component of NASA’s astrophysics portfolio

« The Decadal Survey recommends a compelling, feasible, timely portfolio of future great
observatories that is part of a balanced Astrophysics program

Today NASA's priority is ensuring mission success for Webb and Roman
* Webb has been launched and has begun its 6-month commissioning phase

* Roman successfully passed its Critical Design Review (CDR) and has been replanned to
account for COVID impacts; the new launch commitment date is mid-2027 (7 month delay
due to COVID)

Now is not the time to start a Future Great Observatory; now is the time to prepare

NASA will take a deliberate, multi-stage planning and strategy approach to the next
large observatory mission

« Stage 1 — Focus on enabling science and technology; begin Stage 1 now

« Stage 2 — Begin the Decadal Survey recommended “Great Observatories Maturation
Program”; conduct Analysis of Alternatives (AoA) and science / technology / architecture
trades; begin Stage 2 in a few years (driven by planning and budget availability)

« Stage 3 — Pre-formulation and decision to start the next Great Observatory; begin after
Stage 2 AoA complete (Decadal Survey estimates 6 years for Stages 2 and 3) /
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Stage 1 Activities
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Note: This is not a timeline; some activities within each lane occur in parallel
There is cross-communication and cross-participation between activities in different rows
ROSES call for presursor science investigations anticipated for January 2023
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Stage 1 Teams Enable
ASTROPHVSICE Science and Technology
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